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140 West Street Lobby

NEW YORK, NY

140 West Street is an o�ce and residential tower located in Lower Manhattan in

New York, New York. After substantial growth following World War I, the New York

Telephone Company purchased the plot at 140 West Street for their new

headquarters. Construction of the New York Telephone Company Building–later

known as the Barclay-Vesey Building and the Verizon Building–occurred between

1923 and 1927. The building was designed by architect Ralph Walker of Voorhees,

Gmelin and Walker in the Art Deco style; it is recognized as the �rst American Art

Deco-style skyscraper. The building’s �rst �oor lobby features intricate Art Deco

ornamentation; the ceiling is decorated with twelve hand-painted murals by artist

Hugh RB Newman depicting the history of communication, such as methods of

early 20th-century modern communication, including the telephone, telegraph, and

radio.

140 West Street was primarily occupied by the New York Telephone Company until

1970, when the company moved most of its o�ces to a new development in

Midtown. The building was subsequently occupied by NYNEX  in the 1980s, Bell

Atlantic in the late 1990s following the merger with NYNEX, and Verizon in 2000

following the merger with Bell Atlantic.

The building is located directly north of the former World Trade Center and was a

witness to and a survivor of the attacks on 9/11/2001. The structure was added to

the New York City Landmarks Register in 1991 and the National Register of Historic

Places in 2009.…
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