
253 36th Street, Suite 5-C  |  Brooklyn, New York, 11232  |  (212) 244 2800  |  evergreene.com

Allen Theatre, Playhouse Square

CLEVELAND, OH

Playhouse Square originated between 1921 and 1922 as a collection of

interconnected theatres located near the intersection of East Fourteenth Street and

Euclid Avenue in Cleveland, Ohio. Joseph Laronge, a local real estate developer,

envisioned the area as mecca for shops and theatres. Laronge partnered with

business magnate and pioneer of the motion picture industry Marcus Loew to

realize his ideas. Playhouse square consisted of �ve major theatres: State, Ohio,

Hanna, Palace, and Allen. The Allen Theatre was designed by renowned architect C.

Howard Crane. His architecture �rm the Crane Company was proli�c in the creation

of movie theatres across the US, designing more than 250 including the Earle

Theatre (aka the Warner Theatre) in Washington DC (1922) and the Virginia Theatre

in Champaign, IL (1921). The Allen Theatre was designed as a movie palace in a

Neo-Classical, Renaissance Revival style. The 45-foot-tall lobby rotunda appears to

have been modeled after Raphael’s High Renaissance Villa Madama near Rome. The

auditorium contains some atmospheric elements, with a large cloud �lled daytime

sky a�xed to the ceiling directly in front of the stage.

However, by 1969 all except the Hanna Theatre had closed due to declining

attendance. In the 1970s the deteriorated theatres were slated for demolition. The

Junior League of Cleveland stepped in to save them, founding the Playhouse Square

Foundation and working with Cuyahoga County commissioners to both restore and

reopen the theatres. The collection of �ve theatres was added as a group to the

National Register of Historic Place in 1978. The Allen Theatre remained closed until

1993, when it was purchased by the Playhouse Square Foundation and slated for

restoration…

MORE INFORMATION:
 

https://evergreene.com/projects/allen-theatre-playhouse-square/

SERVICES PERFORMED

Conservation Treatments

Decorative Painting & Finishes

Gilding

Historic Finishes Investigation

Investigation, Testing & Analysis

Microscopy & Material ID

Murals & Mosaics

Plasterwork

Surveys & Condition Assessments

PROJECT DETAILS

Architect

GSI Architects, Inc.
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