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Old Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis, King
of France

ST. LOUIS, MO

Known in St. Louis as the Old Cathedral, The Basilica of St. Louis, King of France (Laveille &

Morton, 1835) is a National Historic Landmark, framed by the city’s iconic arch.

Over the course of 175 years, the Old Cathedral was repeatedly repainted and renovated, not

always for the better. In 2013 the palette was icy. EverGreene’s research and initial paint study

detected �ve signi�cant decorative campaigns and uncovered considerable plaster

deterioration.

Working in collaboration with the Cathedral team and Mackey Mitchell Architects, a decorative

program dating to the 1890’s was selected as the target period for the restoration. The historic

was documented and the color palette adjusted for current lighting conditions.

To accommodate a tight schedule and budget, EverGreene recreated the trompe l’oeil ceiling

ornament on canvas in the studio. Finished panels were installed and hand-�nished in place.

MORE INFORMATION:
 

https://evergreene.com/projects/basilica-of-st-louis/

SERVICES PERFORMED

Conservation Treatments

Decorative Painting & Finishes

Mortar Analysis & Petrography

Plaster Conservation

Plaster Fabrication

Trompe L'Oeil

PROJECT DETAILS

Construction Manager

Musick Construction

Architect

Mackey Mitchell Architects
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