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Daniel Chester French Brooklyn Museum
Granite Sculptures

BROOKLYN MUSEUM OF ART, BROOKLYN, NY

The Manhattan Bridge was the third bridge to be built connecting the boroughs of

Manhattan and Brooklyn. Completed in 1909 to a design by Carrére and Hastings, it

displayed stylistic and technological di�erences from its two predecessors, the

Brooklyn and Williamsburg bridges. In 1913, acclaimed American sculptor Daniel

Chester French was commissioned to create allegorical sculptures representing the

two boroughs to herald the entrance to the bridge. “Manhattan” and “Brooklyn”

were carved from Barre Granite and installed in 1916. They remained there until the

bridge roadway was widened in 1964, resulting in their relocation to the Brooklyn

Museum of Art.

Our conservators treated “Brooklyn” and “Manhattan” among near 30 other early

20th-century statues and the pediment group that adorn the Brooklyn Museum.

The façade �gures were sculpted by several renowned American sculptors,

including Daniel Chester French, Louis Saint-Gaudens and Janet Scudder. French

established the sculptural program for the McKim, Mead and White building, which

depicts the contributions of world cultures on the building’s right and Classical

cultures on the left, both combined in the central pediment.

Each �gure was disassembled into its component stones. Atmospheric and

biological soiling were removed using gentle a gentle detergent and biocide. Dark

carbon crusts were removed through a combination of chemical and microabrasive

cleaning. Loose fragments were stabilized with a conservation resin and cracks

injected with dispersed hydrated lime (DHL)…

MORE INFORMATION:
 

https://evergreene.com/projects/dc-french-granite-sculptures/

SERVICES PERFORMED

Art Handling & Salvage

Conservation Treatments
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