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Freedom Tower

MIAMI, FL

Rising above Biscayne Boulevard in downtown Miami, the Freedom Tower is one of

South Florida’s most significant historic landmarks and an enduring symbol of

immigration, resilience, and cultural identity. Completed in 1925 as the headquarters

of *The Miami News*, the building was designed by the renowned architectural firm

Schultze & Weaver in the Spanish Renaissance Revival style, drawing inspiration

from the Giralda bell tower in Seville, Spain. Its ornate detailing, decorative

stonework, and illuminated cupola quickly established the tower as a defining

feature of Miami’s skyline, rising approximately 255–289 feet above downtown

Miami.

The building gained national significance during the 1960s and early 1970s when it

served as the Cuban Refugee Emergency Center, earning the landmark the

nickname “Ellis Island of the South.” Following decades of changing ownership and

periods of vacancy, the Freedom Tower was donated to Miami Dade College in

2005, which assumed stewardship of the National Historic Landmark and

transformed it into a cultural and educational center. As part of its mission, the

College has continued to preserve the building while expanding public access to its

history through exhibitions, programs, and community engagement. In 2008, it was

designated a National Historic Landmark, recognizing its national significance in the

story of Cuban immigration and American democracy.

In advance of the tower’s centennial, Miami Dade College launched a

comprehensive restoration and modernization project to address deferred

maintenance, preserve the historic fabric, and prepare the building for its next

century of public use…

MORE INFORMATION:

https://evergreene.com/projects/freedom-tower/

SERVICES PERFORMED

Condition Assessments & Surveys

Conservation Treatments

Decorative Painting & Finishes

Mural Conservation

PROJECT DETAILS

Owner

Miami College

Architect

RJ Heisenbottle Architects, PA

Architect

MC Harry & Associates
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