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J. W. Fiske Company Fountain

ATHERTON, CA

The fountain currently located at 42 Flood Circle in the Lindenwood neighborhood

of Atherton, California, was originally created for the opulent Gilded Age mansion

known as Linden Towers. Built in 1878 as the home of silver baron James C. Flood

and his family, the estate featured lavish landscaped grounds. As part of this setting,

the J. W. Fiske Company—widely known for its ornamental ironwork and garden

features—was commissioned in 1878 to fabricate a monumental fountain.

Constructed of cast iron and zinc, the fountain measured approximately 20 feet in

height and 24 feet in diameter and featured a water nymph at the top, surrounded

by four seated maidens.

After the Flood family’s ownership, the immense property became too costly to

maintain and was demolished in the mid-1930s to make way for a residential

development known as Lindenwood Estates. Although the mansion was removed,

several site features—including the fountain, urns, street lamps, and benches—were

left in place. Rather than removing these elements, residents retained them as

tangible reminders of the site’s historic past. In the early 2000s when the property

came up for sale, Marion Oster, the town’s leading preservationist, and her husband

purchased 42 Flood Circle in order to save the fountain from being destroyed.

In September 2016 EverGreene was retained by the the Oster Family to perform a

detailed conditions assessment of the J. W. Fiske Company Fountain. Work was

performed to determine the nature and cause of the failure of the fountain’s

components, make recommendations for treatments, and provide cost estimate for

future repair…

MORE INFORMATION:

https://evergreene.com/projects/j-w-fiske-company-fountain/

SERVICES PERFORMED

Conservation Treatments

Investigation, Testing & Analysis

Metal Conservation

Surveys & Condition Assessments
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