Jasper County Courthouse Mural

NEWTON, 1A

The Jasper County Courthouse, located at 101 1st Street in Newton, lowa, is the
third and current official public courthouse for Jasper County. The first was a wood
frame building constructed in 1847. The second was a two-story classical revival
built in 1857. The current courthouse was designed by the Des Moines firm of
William T. Proudfoot and George W. Bird. One of lowa’s most renowned firms,
Proudfoot and Bird were prolific during the first two decades of the century,
creating numerous public buildings throughout the state. Examples include the Polk
County Courthouse in Des Moines, 1906, and the Greene County Courthouse in
Jefferson, 1917. The Jasper County Courthouse was constructed between 1909 and
1911 in the Beaux-Arts style. The rotunda contains four lunette canvas murals

created by Edgar Cameron, a Chicago Artist.

The interior of the building was renovated twice. The 1986 renovation is said to
include decorative finish work to several boardrooms and courtrooms; the
restoration of the dome, which had long been boarded up; and restoration to the
rotunda murals. In 2011, all the interior decorative finishes were renovated again,

except the rotunda murals.

The courthouse was added to the National Register of Historic Places several times:

as an individual structure in 1981, as part of the County Courthouses in lowa in 1981,

as a part of the multiple property listing for The Architectural Legacy of Proudfoot &
Bird in lowa 1882-1940, and as a contributing structure of the Newton Downton
Historic District in 2014....

MORE INFORMATION:

https://evergreene.com/projects/jasper-county-courthouse-mural/

SERVICES PERFORMED

Conservation Treatments
Decorative Painting & Finishes

Murals & Mosaics
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