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McCormick House Murals

WHEATON, IL

Robert R. McCormick was born in 1849 and made tremendous impacts on politics,

media, and First Amendment issues. He went on to become the owner and

publisher of the Chicago Tribune, making it the famous magazine for which it is

known today. The McCormick House, built in 1896 by Joseph Medill, McCormick’s

grandfather, was used as Robert and his �rst wife Amy’s summer home, and later

became their permanent residence. The grounds are known as the Red Oak Farm,

and they renamed the estate “Cantigny” to honor the French village where Robert

served in World War I. By the 1930s, Robert turned the Cantigny estate into the

Tribune Experimental Farms where 1000 acres were devoted to testing a wide

variety of crops and animals. A regular column, “Day by Day on the Farm,” ran in the

Chicago Tribune, reporting on ongoing farm operations. Farming operations ceased

after Robert’s death in 1955 and Cantigny opened as a public park and museum in

1958.

In October 2020, our conservators completed an initial assessment documenting,

treatment testing, and photographing the historic, hand-painted wallpaper

decorating the walls of the dining room in the Museum. These wall coverings were

purchased by McCormick and his second wife, Maryland, on one of several trips to

China. The 70-foot mural was originally painted on rice paper, which the

McCormicks had put on a thin linen backing and cut into panels to be installed as

wallpaper for the dining room. After Mr. McCormick passed away in 1955, Mrs.

McCormick moved to Washington, DC, taking the paper with her, but later returned

it to the house where it was reinstalled in its original location…

MORE INFORMATION:
 

https://evergreene.com/projects/mccormick-house-murals/

SERVICES PERFORMED

Investigation, Testing & Analysis

Murals & Mosaics

Preconstruction Planning & Design

Surveys & Condition Assessments

PROJECT DETAILS

Client

Vinci Hamp Architects, Inc.

Owner

McCormick House Museum
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