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U.S. Capitol North Extension Pediment

Sculpture

WASHINGTON, D.C.

We performed conservation repairs to the East facing pediment sculpture group,

Progress of Civilization, as part of the exterior stone restoration campaign of the U.S.

Capitol Building, North (Senate) Extension.

Like the South Extension pediment, the Capitol’s North Extension pediment is

enriched by the major program of sculpture that speaks to the history, development,

and values that underlie this country. The sculpture group was carved in Lee,

Massachusetts marble by Thomas Crawford in 1854 and installed in 1863. It depicts

a variety of figures germane to the onward march of democracy.

Before our team executed work on these sculptures, our conservators performed a

condition assessment in 2016. This assessment aided to develop a scope of work

that included cleaning, stain removal, removal and replacement of bird deterrent

system, removal and replacement of joint mortars and sealants, and conservation

repairs. The conservation repairs, included laser cleaning, consolidation, crack

injection grouting, application of a shelter coat, stabilization of fragile elements, and

rebuilding and replacement of lost features. Our scope of work was completed in

2018.

MORE INFORMATION:

https://evergreene.com/projects/pediment-sculpture-north/

SERVICES PERFORMED

Conservation Treatments

Laser Conservation

Stone Conservation

Surveys & Condition Assessments

PROJECT DETAILS

Client

Architect of the Capitol

Primary Contractor

Grunley Construction Co.

Sculptor

Thomas Crawford
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