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Polk County Courthouse

DES MOINES, IA

Located at 500 Mulberry Street in Des Moines, Iowa, the Polk County Courthouse is

one of the largest and most architecturally signi�cant courthouses in Iowa. It is the

third and current courthouse erected in Polk County. The �rst courthouse was

constructed in 1848, with the second following closely after, being constructed

between 1858 and 1862. The �nal, present structure was erected in 1906. It was

designed by the local Des Moines �rm of William T. Proudfoot and George W. Bird.

One of Iowa’s most renowned �rms, Proudfoot and Bird were proli�c during the �rst

two decades of the century, creating numerous public buildings throughout the

state. Such examples include the Jasper County Courthouse in Newton, 1909-1911,

and the Greene County Courthouse in Je�erson, 1917, both neoclassical.

The Polk County Courthouse is one of a few remaining Beaux Arts courthouses in

Iowa; with its use of a gray limestone façade articulated by a rusticated base, rows

of pilasters above, and use of sculpted ornament, it is a supreme example of early-

twentieth century Beaux Arts architecture. The building was listed on the National

Register of Historic Places in 1979 for both its style and the architects who designed

it.

We began Phase 1 of the restoration in 2018, which consisted of a historic �nishes

investigation in order to determine the original paint color and scheme of the walls.

During this investigation, our conservators discovered original historic paint colors

and matched them to the Munsell color system. Our conservators also unearthed

multiple detailed stenciled patterns that had been covered with �at paint.…

MORE INFORMATION:
 

https://evergreene.com/projects/polk-county-courthouse/

SERVICES PERFORMED

Decorative Painting & Finishes

Design

Historic Finishes Investigation

Microscopy & Material ID

Plasterwork

PROJECT DETAILS

Client

Polk County

General Contractor

Neumann Brothers
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