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Grand Opera House, Meridian

MERIDIAN, MS

The Grand Opera House of Meridian, Mississippi was built in 1889 by Architect G. M.

Torgenson and the interior was designed by J. B. McElfatrick. Originally the opera

house was built as a secondary business and was actually on the second �oor of the

department store owned and ran by I. Marks and Levi Rothenberg. Marks and

Rothenberg wanted to assist in making Meridian more artistically and culturally rich.

The Grand Opera House did not just serve as a space for operas, but rather

showcased all types of shows and performances including vaudeville. The Grand

Opera House closed its doors in 1927 until 2000 when the theater received funding

for the major renovations that were required to restore the theater back to its

former glory.

During the restoration process, EverGreene discovered 49 di�erent types of wall

fabric coverings dated from 1890-1923. During this speci�c time period, there were

three major decorative campaigns, making this project highly complex. It was

important to the city and to EverGreene to fully document and archive all of the

�ndings. EverGreene served as the primary contractor for the interior restoration of

the 1889 Grand Opera House, originally designed by J.B. McElfatrick. A historic

�nishes investigation of three signi�cant decorative campaigns (1890, 1901, and

1923) was conducted, comprised of historic wallpapers, paper maché, composition

ornament, fabric, painted plaster, painted wood and natural-�nished wood on the

walls and ceiling surfaces throughout the auditorium, lobbies, and dressing rooms

of the Opera House. Twenty-�ve of the existing historic wallpapers were chosen for

conservation or replication.…

MORE INFORMATION:
 

https://evergreene.com/projects/the-grand-opera-house/

SERVICES PERFORMED

Architectural Textiles

Decorative Painting & Finishes

Plasterwork

PROJECT DETAILS

Historical Architect

G.M. Torgenson

Interior Designer

J. B. McElfatrick

Client

The Riley Center
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