U.S. Capitol Grounds Hardscape Conservation

U.S. CAPITOL, WASHINGTON, D.C.

The U.S. Capitol Building stands as a symbol of democracy and national identity. On
September 18, 1793, President George Washington laid its cornerstone, marking the
beginning of a classic architectural icon. Today, the Capitol occupies a 58-acre park
designed by Frederick Law Olmsted between 1874 and 1892. Olmsted, who coined
the term "hardscape,” incorporated architectural features such as low walls
bordering walkways, lamps, and fountains that remain defining elements of the

grounds.

As part of a multi-year preservation campaign led by the Architect of the Capitol,
EverGreene contributed to the conservation of carved stone and decorative
metalwork across the Capitol Grounds, helping to safeguard these historic features.

Preservation Consulting

EverGreene developed a tablet-based survey system to efficiently document
exterior architectural and ornamental metal across the U.S. Capitol Campus. The
inventory, completed in multiple phases—including the Capitol Building, Campus,
and House and Senate Wings—captured grilles, doors, windows, railings, fountains,
lighting, and other metal elements. Each object was geo-tagged and cataloged
according to metal type, condition, and surface coating, with treatment

recommendations provided to assist site managers in long-term maintenance.

Conservation Treatments
EverGreene conservators performed targeted conservation and maintenance on a

wide range of historic metalwork, including:...

MORE INFORMATION:
https://evergreene.com/projects/us-capitol-hardscape-conservation/

SERVICES PERFORMED

Collections Care
Conservation Treatments
Laser Conservation
Preservation Consulting

Surveys & Condition Assessments

PROJECT DETAILS

Client
Architect of the Capitol
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