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Restoring churches for the glory of God

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

(815) 227-9281

inspiredheights.com

inspiredheights@gmail.com

Church Steeple
• Painting
• Roof
• Repair

Church Roof
• Repair
• Installation
• Gutters

Church Windows
• Window Repair
• Stained Glass Repair
• Storm Windows

Church Interior
• Interior painting
• Plaster Repair
• Liturgical Art

Church Exterior
• Exterior Painting
• Siding and Trim
• Columns and doors

Church Masonry
• Tuck Pointing
• Masonry Repair
• Stone Restoration

Inspired Heights
CHURCH and STEEPLE REPAIRS 
by people who know church restoration
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The Roman Catholic Church of St. Vincent de Paul, Philadelphia, one of three 
congregations highlighted in the feature article beginning on page 14.
Rachel Hildebrandt
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PARTNERS FOR SACRED PLACES is the only 
national, nonsectarian, nonprofit organization 
dedicated to the sound stewardship and active 
community use of America’s older religious 
properties.

Partners builds the capability of 
congregational leadership for building care, 
shared use, and capital fundraising through 
training programs, fundraising assistance, and 
organizational and facility assessments. In the 
process, Partners becomes a trusted resource 
and guide as congregations examine and weigh 
opportunities.

Partners engages with congregations to 
focus on critical areas such as:

•  Asset–mapping and community engagement
—assisting congregations to develop new 
relationships with neighbors and potential 
community partners.

•  Strategic partnerships and space sharing—
brokering agreements between sacred places 
and arts, food justice, health, education, and 
social service programs.

•  Planning for capital campaigns to support 
repairs and renovations that preserve 
significant historic features and make spaces 
usable for new community programs.

•  Collaborative initiatives among unrelated 
congregations in a neighborhood to encourage 
coordinated outreach, space usage, joint 
marketing and interpretive events, and 
coordinated work with public agencies for 
lighting, signage, and streetscape 
improvements.
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This new guide is a thoughtful and timely 
response to a major challenge facing many of 
the nation's older congregations 
experiencing declines in membership that 
are impacting their sustainability and ability 
to serve their communities. 

As a practical resource that offers guidance 
and a full range of options faith leaders 
can use to rethink the use and 
management of their building assets, this 
guide is a must-read.

Clergy, lay leaders and others can 
download a copy of this one-of-a-kind 
resource at no cost for a limited time.

Visit sacredplaces.org/transition or call 
866-796-0297 to get your copy today.

Transitioning Older and 
Historic Sacred Places:

Community-Minded Approaches for 
Congregations and Judicatories

New from 
   Partners for
Sacred Places

RACHEL HILDEBRANDT WITH JOSHUA CASTAÑO
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A. ROBERT JAEGER
BJAEGER@SACREDPLACES.ORG

ometimes it’s hard to get one’s arms around the wide array of projects that 
Partners has underway at any given moment. We provide resources, support 
and capacity-building in many different ways, to many different congregations. 

But one way to make sense of it all is to distinguish between our grant-funded 
projects and our consulting work.

We often talk about the enormously important programs we manage that would 
not be possible without the support of donors and foundations. The National Fund 

for Sacred Places, for example, is supported by Lilly 
Endowment, Inc.; our work with churches in the Upper 
Midwest and Central Appalachia is funded by the 
Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies; and our Halo 
research with rural United Methodist churches in 
North Carolina is funded by The Duke Endowment. 
These are just a few examples of the work that is 
supported by foundations, large and small.
      But what about the other side of our work — our 
consulting projects? Thanks to the pioneering work of 
Gianfranco Grande, our Executive Vice President, and 
other leaders on Partners’ staff, we have built a 
portfolio of exciting projects that serve individual 
congregations or judicatories. We are planning capital 
campaigns and helping congregations to engage the 
larger community as they invest in their buildings and 

build their ministry and outreach in exciting new ways. Thus, I’m delighted we have a 
major article in this issue on doing capital campaign work in the midst of the 
pandemic.

And I’m glad that article includes a quote from The Rev. Philip Major at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Syracuse, New York, with whom we’ve enjoyed a strong 
and fruitful relationship for years.

Father Major talked about St. Paul’s engagement with Partners recently:  
“Partners for Sacred Places (PSP) is not just a name. The staff of PSP were true partners 
for our leadership team. We knew we could turn to them at any time for strong 
support. They (PSP) share our mission: to use the gift of our beautiful building, at the 
crossroads of our city, to bring hope and love to our community!  [They] are much 
more than consultants; after 24 (18) months working together they are trusted 
friends and colleagues.”

Major is getting at the heart of what makes our consulting work — and indeed all 
our work with congregations — successful. Yes, we bring an array of practical and 
proven tools, and yes, we bring approaches and strategies that can help a 
congregation bring new life and resources to its place in the community. But it is our 
collegiality and partnership with faith leaders that is at the heart of our effectiveness.

A lay person at Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Albuquerque put it in another 
way, after we spent a day of training together: “You bring such passion and energy to 
your work!”

I trust that we will bring — with your support along the way — that energy and 
partnership to many more communities of faith in the years to come!  
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FEAR NOT!
Capital Campaigns in the Time of COVID

by Gianfranco Grande
Executive Vice President, Partners for Sacred Places

arch 12, 2020 is a day 
seared into my memory.
I was in New York City, 

excited to attend a Broadway show 
with my wife. Instead, two hours 
before the performance, a text 
informed me that Broadway was 
closing. There would be no shows. No 
dinners. No cheerful crowds. Covid-19 
had arrived.

Between March and April 2020, as 
the number of new cases kept growing, 
the world became a scary and 
confusing place. Suddenly we were in 
lockdown and streets were empty. The 
virus paralyzed major cities and towns 
and it was as if time itself stood still. 
Dramatic shortages surfaced. There 
were not enough surgical masks, 
gloves, antiseptics, and ventilators. 
Even the so-called experts did not have 
straightforward answers.

For Partners for Sacred Places, 
there was another aspect to consider: 
what about congregations that had 
begun capital campaign projects before 
the pandemic or those just about to 
launch a campaign? Capital campaigns 
are organized, planned efforts to raise 
substantial sums of money in a 
relatively short period to make capital 
improvements, fund new ministries, or 
perhaps create an endowment—and are 
never easy in the best of 
circumstances. 

A capital campaign is far more 
than asking for money—it’s a 
sacrificial effort realized by an entire 
community. For a major capital 
project to be successful, especially with 
older buildings, solid planning, 
organization and, above all, a strategy 
that will fit the mold of that particular 

congregation and community are 
required. 

What would a capital campaign 
look like in the midst of Covid? Was it 
even realistic to contemplate one? As 
congregations scrambled to learn how 
to conduct virtual worship, suddenly 
their focus on capital campaigns 
shifted to the back burner.

Fortunately, we began to discover 
that technology can be our ally, and 
many of the “details” of a capital 
campaign could be successfully 
completed remotely. We learned that 
many of the fundamental elements of 
a capital campaign — such as the case 
statement, donor identification, the 
pyramid of gifts and the feasibility 

study — can be executed from a 
distance, often hundreds of miles away 
from our clients. Meetings, 
conversations, and even training could 
happen via Zoom. Congregations 
found their rhythm for conducting 
worship virtually, bringing spiritual 
sustenance to their members and 
friends, and beyond. Even former 

members who had moved away could 
now attend worship again. In churches, 
synagogues and temples, volunteers 
and clergy quickly became familiar 
with technology, including people well 
into their retirements.

Despite the trials and pain of the 
last two years, many congregations 
have demonstrated their ability to 

M

Interior of St. John United Church of Christ, Arlington Heights, Illinois.
Alberto Mantovano, Choir Director, St. John UCC
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pivot quickly, learn and try new 
approaches. St. John United Church of 
Christ in Arlington Heights, Illinois, 
for example, planned its Vision 20/20 
(Building a Vibrant Community 

Campaign) as the congregation was 
approaching its 120th anniversary. St. 
John was open to changing and 
adapting in the midst of the pandemic, 
to “grow our Church and expand our 

reach into the 
community.”
St. John’s pastor, 
Michael Jones, says: 
“Launching and 
running the Campaign 
for St. John virtually 
was not what we 
originally had planned. 
Still, our leadership 
found that the support 
and guidance of 
Partners for Sacred 
Places, combined with 
an honest assessment of 
where our congregation 
was financially, was 
exactly what we needed 
to move forward despite 
many unknowns. We 
found our donors were 
just as willing or even 
more willing to support 
the Capital Campaign 
during the pandemic. 
Regular giving stayed 
steady throughout, 
which led us to believe 
that the Capital 
Campaign would still be 
successful. The virtual 
approach, which we 
were already adapting 
to in all other areas of 
church life, brought 
comfort to donors 
concerned about safety, 
etc. We ran an almost 
100% virtual campaign, 
and our congregation 
and donor’s generosity 
exceeded expectations!” 
Congregations may 
have had worries about 
the economy and its 
impact on a campaign. 
How can a congregation 
run a capital campaign 

and raise hundreds of thousands of 
dollars (or millions!) if the economy is 
fragile and people are losing their jobs? 
Fortunately, government stepped in to 
help many businesses, and many white 
collar workers retained their jobs and 
their ability to support a campaign. 

In 2019, Partners for Sacred Places conducted 
30+ confidential interviews with a wide range 
of  congregation members and community 

constituencies. As a result of  the interviews and 
other research, Partners believes that a capital 

campaign goal of  $500,000 is a reasonable 
objective, including funding from entities outside 

of  the congregation.

As we approach St. John’s 120th anniversary, we need to continue to change with the times in order to grow our church and expand 
our reach into the community. As approved in a congregational meeting on May 5, 2019, we will accomplish this by:

• Installing air conditioning in the Sanctuary for use during worship services, weddings, funerals, concerts, and other activities hosted  

 by St. John and external parties.

• Installing a lift to make all building floors accessible.

• Refurbishing the Sanctuary with new flooring, seating, and lighting to increase accessibility and use by St. John and other groups.

• Reconfiguring and updating the entrances and the lobby to create a welcoming, modern, and comfortable space that also complies 

 with all building code requirements.

• Replacing windows to increase energy efficiency and safety.

General findings of  the study included:
• A desire for the church to be used more in frequency 

and variation, full of  activity during the week.

• An interest in increasing the building’s accessibility and functionality.

• Air conditioning of  the Sanctuary cited as 
the most frequently mentioned need.

• Pastor Michael viewed as a key asset and leader in increasing 
the church’s visibility and relevance in the community.

The Capital Campaign Steering Committee 
has identified the following needs for our building:

SANCTUARY - built 1968

USES: Sunday worship services , weddings, funerals, 
choir rehearsals, music concerts

NEEDS: Air conditioning, new carpet, new seating, 
better lighting, chancel remodel.

LOBBY AREA - built 1958

USES: Gathering space before worship, connection between 

sanctuary, library, offices, and Fellowship Hall.
NEEDS: New flooring, more space, narthex wall to be taken out, 

new furniture, lift to get downstairs.

DOWNSTAIRS CLASSROOMS 
UNDER FELLOWSHIP HALL

USES: Sunday School Classrooms, Space for Tai Chi and other 
groups using building, Youth Room for Youth Groups.

NEEDS: New windows

- built 1958

THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FOR ST. JOHN

Our Needs

Our Goal

We are asking members of  St. John and the community to donate 
generously to help make our goal a reality. Our goal is $500,000. 

A page from the case statement of St. John United Church of Christ. Courtesy of St. John UCC



8 SACRED PLACES • FALL/WINTER 2021/22

The stock market continued to do 
well, and many investments did not 
suffer substantially.

Overall, according to new data 
from the US Giving Institute (Giving 
USA Foundation), Americans have 
been more generous than ever. In 
2020 Americans gave over $471 
billion to charity, a 5.1% percent 
increase over 2019.

Giving by individuals represents 
69% of the total, or a staggering $324 
billion, representing an increase of 2.2 
percent from the previous year. Giving 
by foundations has grown by about 17 
percent since the previous year, up to 
a total to $88 billion. 

Americans are generous and I 
want to believe that the human spirit 
is as well. Our clients and their 
congregations have shown that same 
spirit to us.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 
Syracuse is stunning, built in 1884 of 
Onondaga limestone in Gothic 
Revival style. It stands tall and 
elegant, with a spire that soars over 
200 feet into the sky on the corner of 
Montgomery and Fayette Street. It’s a 
lively parish that deeply cares for its 
community, a parish that we learned 
was ready to go the extra mile to help 
and witness the gospel across the city 
and region.

Partners for Sacred Places had 
been working with St. Paul’s for 
several years on different projects, and 
in 2020 was retained to serve as the 
church’s capital campaign consultants. 
As the Rector, The Rev. Philip Major 
stated, “We were surprised and 
heartened by the strong response of 
our congregation to a capital 
campaign conducted almost entirely 
through video conferencing. I would 
not have believed it possible for 
members, even those in their nineties, 
to meet us and make very generous 
pledges of support. My personal 
experience was that our conversations 
with members were powerful, even 
spiritually uplifting, for everyone 
involved. We learned that many 
components of Partners’ method were 

Illustration from St. Paul’s case statement, showing Lockwood Parish House in relation to 
the church. Elizabeth L. Crawford, Crawford & Stearns / Architects & Preservation Planners, PLLC



 SACRED PLACES • FALL/WINTER 2021/22 9

enhanced and made more effective by adjustments required by 
the pandemic. This was especially true for the task force 
structure: these meetings were more efficient, and it was easier to 
include a cross-section of our members because of 
video-conferencing.”

The Capital Campaign of St. Paul’s was an ambitious one, 
seeking to raise $1.7 million to restore and bring new life to the 
Parish House. The church’s “Open Doors” Campaign will allow 
the congregation to rehabilitate the historic 1909 Lockwood 
Parish House and preserve the 1883 Hadley Chapel. The church 
was successful…and ran the entire campaign virtually!

Other active clients, such as Touro Synagogue in New 
Orleans, St. Michael’s Episcopal Church in New York City, 
Luther Memorial Church in Des Moines, St. Mary and the 
Archangel Michael Coptic Orthodox Church in Nashua, New 
Hampshire and many others are working on their campaigns 

ABOVE: The 1883 Hadley Chapel of St. 
Paul’s, included in resotration effort. 
Courtesy of St. Paul’s Episopal Church

LEFT: A page from St. Paul’s case 
statement. Courtesy of St. Paul’s Episopal 
Church

St. Paul’s Syracuse  |  310 Montgomery St., Syracuse, NY 13202  |  315-474-6053  |  stpaulsyr.org                                                                  1                                                                  

 

A parish since 1826, St. Paul’s Church today provides vibrant and varied ministries in the heart of downtown 
Syracuse. From its present complex of buildings, St. Paul’s has extended spiritual, social, and cultural ministries 
to the Syracuse community for more than 135 years. People of many backgrounds, interests, and nationalities 
pass St. Paul’s enormous granite spire every day. All of God’s people are invited to join its community of  
worship, fellowship, service, and cultural exploration as St. Paul’s seeks to teach, celebrate, and serve Christ. 

St. Paul’s embraces events ranging from worship services to national music competitions, symphony 
concerts, and community celebrations. Its long history of service to the community includes cofounding 
and housing the Samaritan Center (serving the hungry and those in need) for 34 years, establishing The 
Caring Place to provide a relationship-based ministry for vulnerable members of the community, installing 

the Open Pantry to respond to food insecurities, providing a free  
Summer Day Camp, offering Weekly Soup Lunches, and reaching 
out to our neighbors at the YMCA Senior Program. Worship lies  
at the center of St. Paul’s, where we offer traditional Episcopal  
communion services with choir and organ, contemporary and  
traditional special celebrations, and South Sudanese prayer services. 

Recognizing the unused potential of our buildings and the 
need for preservation, restoration, and accessibility upgrades,  
St. Paul’s established the Open Doors campaign. The campaign  
will allow the church to achieve a comprehensive rehabilitation of  
St. Paul’s historic 1909 Parish House 
and preservation of the 1883   
Hadley Chapel. The planned chang-
es will ensure a future of worship, 
service, and community engage-
ment for generations to come. 

We hope that you will  
become a part of our vision  
and our mission by contributing  
to the Open Doors campaign. 
Please join us as we prepare for 
our third century of ministry in 
downtown Syracuse. 

2XU�*RDO 
Open Doors seeks to raise a 
total of $1.7 million to restore 
and improve the Parish House/ 
Chapel complex. Thanks to the  
efforts of a skilled, faithful 
group of members, St. Paul’s 
has already secured $807,000 
in historic preservation grants 
from the state of New York and 
the National Fund for Sacred 
Places, as well as a lead pledge 
of $300,000 from a generous 
donor, bringing the total raised 
to more than $1 million (over 
65% of our goal). To complete 
this vital work, we will need the 
financial support of each of our 
members and many friends of 
St. Paul’s.  

6W��3DXOpV�6\UDFXVH��7KH�'RZQWRZQ�(SLVFRSDO�&KXUFK 

and will be successful even amidst 
the gravest crisis of our time.

We have learned that it is 
possible to conduct a capital 
campaign with the support of 
technology and ingenuity. You need 
not be afraid! Being organized and 
patient are essential because 
everything is more complex and 
takes more time.

Now may be the moment for you 
to run a capital campaign. Your need 
is still there, and you need to act. 
Remember that donors don’t go away 
but give more during national and 
world crises, like 9/11 or the 
recession of 2008-09. The resources 
to support you are out there…and 
you have a new and powerful story to 
tell. Go tell it!   
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    An Interview with 
The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Frank

by A. Robert Jaeger
President, Partners for Sacred Places

Bob Jaeger: You're one of a small 
handful of people in America who 
have degrees in divinity and historic 
preservation. Can you tell me how that 
came about?

Tom Frank: Well, I've always been 
interested in urban studies and 
understanding how cities evolve. 
Going way back, though, I've always 
been fascinated with ruins. When I 
was a little boy, I remember climbing 
around in a ghost town in Colorado 
and disappearing up on the second 
floor of an abandoned building with 
my mother screaming my name for 
fear I’d fall through the floor.

It's been a lifelong fascination 
with older buildings and the stories 
they tell. That evolved into a lot of 
reading and writing about sense of 
place and what gives particular locales 
their genius loci — the spirit of the 
place. And then I discovered the 
historic preservation Master's degree 
program at Georgia State University.

My degree work really deepened 
and rounded out a lot of my 
knowledge. And it fits very closely 
with the theology that I've always 
lived by, which is that faith is meant 
to be lived. It’s not an abstract 
ideology. To me, it's about how you 
live.

I retired from ordained ministry 
after 45 years, and over that time 
began to realize how so many 
ordained people consider the building 
secondary or an afterthought. They’d 
rather not have to bother with it. And 

I’m like, no, this is the space you’ve 
been given as a resource for ministries.

BJ: So what got you interested in 
North Adams, Massachusetts as a place 
to examine? And when did you realize 
there was a story there regarding 
closing churches, transitioning 
churches, sacred places at risk?

TF: Sometime around 2006, my wife, 
Gail* and I had been going to the 
Williamstown Theater Festival in 
Williamstown, which is adjacent to 
North Adams.

One day we drove through North 
Adams and I began to really notice 
that there were several different 
ethnic Roman Catholic parishes, some 
of which had closed. I noticed that the 
Unitarian Universalist Building had 
been converted to a sort of a museum 
by an artist, and the Massachusetts 
College of Liberal Arts was using the 
old synagogue as its auditorium.

So it occurred to me that this is a 
microcosm of America. Where else am 
I going to find this range of religious 
groups on a compact, accessible scale, 
where I could meet people who didn’t 
hesitate to share their memories and 
tell what they’re worried about? I 
made an effort to meet people in the 
houses of worship and tried to attend 
services as often as possible. I met with 
the mayor and the town planners, a 
banker, store owners, artists, people 
who ran galleries, and most 
importantly, the people who ran the 
North Adams Historical Society.

*Editor’s note: The Rev. Dr. Gail O’Day, New Testament scholar who most recently served as Dean 
of the Wake Forest University School of Divinity, died in 2018.

he Rev. Dr. Thomas E. 
Frank has served as a 

pastor, teacher and leader in 
United Methodism and historic 
preservation for decades, in 
recent years serving as 
University Professor at Wake 
Forest University and 
Chairperson of Partners for 
Sacred Places. In the wake of 
the publication of his book, 
Historic Houses of Worship in 
Peril: Conserving Their Place 
in American Life, Bob Jaeger 
sat down with Frank to discuss 
how he came to write the book, 
and what he learned about the 
value and vulnerability of sacred 
places today.
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What I saw helped me develop a 
model approach that would encourage 
congregations to start thinking 
creatively about the use of their 
buildings, whether or not they are 
planning to stay. One key principle: if 
you, as a congregation, are planning to 
sell it, please talk to the people in the 
town before you just put a real estate 
sign in the front yard.

BJ: But is anybody thinking about the 
larger response we should be making 
to the losses and transitions of older 
sacred places? Philanthropies, county 
planners, denomination offices, and so 
on? This problem will grow unless we 
find creative ways to work with these 
congregations or ease the transition in 
a responsible way. Is anybody 
thinking like that?

TF: No. Not in a national way, and 
not in the various Christian 
denominations. The Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Springfield has been 
overwhelmed, closing multiple 
parishes in several cities across the 
region. The planners, the successive 
mayors of North Adams have really 
wrestled with it. They've tried 
everything they can think of to attract 
someone who will use the buildings in 
a creative way.

The United Methodist church in 
North Adams was insured for seven 
figures but sold for $125,000. A 
congregation like that one would be 
better positioned if it knew what’s 
involved in selling a building or 
adapting it to something else. 

BJ: A smaller congregation doesn’t 
necessarily have to close some day. 
But it does need to manage things 
differently, including the building. 
But given constrained resources and 
capacity, how can we help these 
congregations remain healthy?

TF: I write in the book about the 
sense of place, which has the power to 
capture people emotionally. What 
makes us as a congregation so 
attached to this place? And not only 

the building, but its place within a 
neighborhood or on a street?

And how does it connect to the 
character of the town or 
neighborhood? The church is a public 
place that’s privately owned but serves 
a public function. And to me, the shift 
that has to take place is to view our 
buildings as facing the public.

In North Adams, the steeples are 
160 feet high. They’re right there — an 
unmistakable presence on the street 
and an essential element in North 

Adams’ sense of place. So the question 
is, how do you parlay that public- 
facing character into new ways of 
interacting with the community, and 
opening up your facility?

There are two ways to start. One is 
to get people studying the issue and 
looking at possible ways of addressing 
the issues you face. Another way is to 
undertake a pilot program, like the 
Haywood Street Congregation in 
Asheville, North Carolina. They’ve 
gathered a congregation of people 

View of North Adams, Massachusetts showing the remaining steeples. 
All article photos courtesy of Thomas E. Frank
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without a place to live, people who are 
often not welcome in other houses of 
worship or neighborhoods. Thanks to 
the passion of a local artist, the 
congregation commissioned a rare and 
magnificent fresco depicting the 
people without homes who participate 
in the programs there. The fresco 
exemplifies how people are recognized 
as full human beings with a place to 
belong at this historic repurposed 
building. 

BJ: It’s one thing when a church has 
become empty and you have a blank 
slate to reimagine the place. But if the 
congregation is still there, you need to 
figure out ways to introduce new 
programs and new life that energizes 

the congregation and expresses its 
mission. Partners wants to help 
congregation survive and thrive, if 
that’s possible.

TF: True, but people have incredible, 
powerful strategies for avoiding what 
models and examples tell them. That 
model is them, not us. It’s an excuse to 
write it off instead of doing something 
new.

We need to look at ourselves, our 
context, the ebb and flow of our 
community. What kind of initiatives 
does this community need, and let 
that inspire you to do something that’s 
appropriate for YOU. Build on your 
strengths. And that means going out 
and meeting the people around you — 

you may be surprised to learn that 
local residents, the business and 
non-profit communities, public 
agencies, people who don’t participate 
in your congregation, recognize and 
appreciate your building more than 
you thought they did.

Another paradigm shift that 
comes to mind: starting to see your 
building as dynamic, not static. Just 
because spaces have been used for X, Y, 
and Z over the years, it doesn’t have to 
be that way forever. It’s like a family 
living in a house. People get used to 
using their house in a certain way. 
Sometimes you need a family member 
or a neighbor to come in and 
comment on something you haven’t 
noticed before. They might say, “if you 
took out this wall, you would create a 
really great open space with lots more 
light in the room.”

We got so accustomed to our 
spaces, to the point where we don’t see 
them anymore and they become static 
in our minds. And so how do you 

ABOVE: 
A small former Roman Catholic parish 
church being repurposed as a restaurant 
was thrwarted by financial and 
architectural challenges. 

LEFT:
 All Saints Episcopal was left isolated when 
most of its neighborhood was demolished in 
urban renewal around 1970. 
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shake that up and help people see it 
with fresh eyes? Like the woodwork 
carved from trees that can’t be found 
anymore, or the remarkable acoustics 
in your worship space. So if you 
renovate, can you use that 
irreplaceable wood in a new, creative 
way? Are there new community- 
serving activities that will take 
advantage of those acoustics?

It helps to think systemically 
about your community — the patterns 
of everyday life on the street and the 
way varied groups draw on networks of 
relationships to address problems and 
possibilities. This way of looking 
comes out of the field of urban studies 
inspired by Jane Jacobs and others. 
How do people actually interact and 
use a town landscape or neighborhood 
landscape? By thinking systemically, 
you might develop creative ideas about 
how to adapt facilities and make them 
work financially so the congregation 
can continue to worship there.

BJ: Tom, you’ve done important work 
here. Thank you so much for sharing 
how your project evolved and what 
you’ve learned. 

ABOVE: 
St. Francis Roman Catholic 
Church during demolition.

INSET: 
The steeple from the 
demolished St. Francis reused 
as a monument on the lawn of 
the new consolidated Roman 
Catholic parish.

RIGHT: 
The United Methodist Church 
reused as an art museum.
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Congregations Complete 
Their Capital Projects in 2021

by Rachel Hildebrandt
 Senior Program Manager, Partners for Sacred Places

National Fund 
for Sacred Places

St. Vincent de Paul Roman Catholic Church, Philadelphia. Rachel Hildebrandt
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he National Fund for Sacred 
Places, a program of Partners 
for Sacred Places with the 
National Trust for Historic 

Preservation, works to help many of 
America’s most significant 
congregations advance the care and 
use of their historic properties. The 
only program of its kind in the 
country serving purpose-built houses 
of worship, the National Fund is more 
than a grant program. It also provides 
wraparound services including a 
$5,000 planning grant, capacity- 
building training, and tailored 
technical assistance to support capital 
project planning and fundraising — all 
designed to ensure that each 
congregation is able to reach its 
fundraising goal and complete a 
once-in-a-generation capital project.

Now in its sixth year, the National 
Fund for Sacred Places has 
streamlined the grant program so that 
participating congregations can move 
through the program — and 
successfully complete their capital 
projects — in a timely manner. 
Partners has worked to ensure that 
incoming congregations are 
well-positioned to undertake the work 
they are proposing, and has 
strengthened its technical assistance 
for each faith community.

In addition, each congregation 
that applies to the Fund — over 300 in 
2021 alone — is given an opportunity 
to receive feedback on its readiness for 
a major project. Partners’ goal is to 
have an impact on each and every 
congregation that comes to the Fund 
for assistance.

We are pleased to announce that 
the following congregations have 
completed their projects this year: 16th 
Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, 
Alabama; National City Christian 
Church in Washington, D.C.; and St. 
Vincent de Paul Roman Catholic 
Church in Philadelphia.

16th Street Baptist Church

16th Street Baptist Church is 
known around the world for what 
happened on Sunday, September 15, 

1963, when members of the Ku Klux 
Klan planted dynamite under the 
steps of the church, killing four young 
girls — Addie Mae Collins, Denise 
McNair, Carole Robertson, and 
Cynthia Wesley. 16th Street Baptist 
was targeted due to its prominent 

location — just blocks from 
Birmingham’s City Hall and 
commercial district — and its close 
association with the Civil Rights 
movement. Throughout the 1960s, the 
church was the site of mass meetings 
and rallies.

T

16th Street Baptist Church lobbied for the creation of the Birmingham Civil Rights National 
Monument, which emcompasses four city blocks and seven sites. Mark Sandlin

16th Street Baptist Church, which draws tens of thousands of visitors per year, is a member of 
the Alabama African American Civil Rights Historic Sites Consortium. Mark Sandlin
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Nearly sixty years later, 16th Street Baptist Church, a 
National Historic Landmark, is home to a vital, 
500-member congregation that is continuing the good 
work it is known for. It hosts numerous special events each 
year — from town hall meetings to concerts. In addition, 
the church also offers outreach ministries focused on 
supporting new fathers and people in recovery.

16th Street Baptist Church is also a much-visited site 
for tourists and visitors. The church provides one-hour 
tours to visitors from all over the world who are interested 
in learning about the church’s role in American history, its 
ongoing commitment to justice and equity, and its identity 
as a church community. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
it welcomed more than 100,000 visitors annually.

When 16th Street Baptist first approached the National 
Fund in 2017, it had recently completed a $3.5 million 
restoration of the main church building and was planning 
to next stabilize and rehabilitate its 1911 parsonage. The 
parsonage will be the future home of the Wallace A. 
Rayfield Museum, named after an African American 
architect who studied at Pratt Institute and Columbia 
University and served as the architect of the parsonage.

The $750,000 scope of work supported by the National 
Fund will address the entire exterior of the building, 
including the restoration and repair of the parsonage 
foundation and exterior (roof, masonry, windows, doors 
and porch steps), and the creation of an ADA accessible 
ramp. It also included some interior work: a complete 
electrical upgrade; restoration and painting of the walls, 
ceiling, plaster, and wood trim; and a bathroom 
remodeling. Other grants will support the remaining 
interior work and the museum planning that lies ahead.

National City Christian Church

National City Christian Church fully embodies the 
National Fund’s core values. It is dedicated to the stewardship 
of its remarkable historic building; it is a lively and healthy 
congregation; it reflects on and actively works to strengthen 
its role in the community it serves; and it opens its doors to 
nonmembers who utilize the programs offered by the church 
as well as the partner nonprofits that use its space.

The Washington, D.C. church is the steward of a historic 
Neoclassical building designed by John Russell Pope, who 
later went on to design important Federal civic buildings 
such as the National Archives (1935), the National Gallery of 
Art (1941), and Jefferson Memorial (1943). National City’s 
building was built in 1930, on the eve of the Great 
Depression, with funds donated by thousands of fellow 
Disciples of Christ congregations across the nation.

National City’s building houses numerous 
community-serving programs and partnerships. Through its 
food pantry, which began 15 years ago, the church provides 
groceries to up to 275 families each week. Some of the 
families that participate in this program have access to 
kitchens and some do not, and the program has adapted to 
take this into account. The church also hosts midday organ 
recitals each Friday and a weekday playgroup for toddlers.

National City, which received $250,000 from the 
National Fund was admitted into the program in 2019. It’s 
scope of work included the replacement and upgrading of its 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems, as well as 
other building systems such as electrical service, hot water 
and chilled water supply. This work will play an essential role 
in ensuring that National City remains a vital, 
community-serving place.

National City 
Christian Church 
on Thomas Circle 
in Washington, D.C. 
Rev. Steven C. Baines
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St. Vincent de Paul Roman 
Catholic Church

The Roman Catholic church of St. 
Vincent de Paul, located in 
Philadelphia’s Germantown 
neighborhood, entered the program in 
2019. The Vincentian parish is well 
known throughout the city for its serene 
urban property centered upon a historic 
1851 church designed by architect 
Joseph D. Koecke; its diverse and 
welcoming congregation; and a deep 
commitment to social justice issues such 
as racial reconciliation.

Led by Fr. Sylvester Peterka, the 
church hosts many community-serving 
nonprofit organizations including: Face 
to Face, which serves unhoused 
neighbors by providing food, laundry 
services, healthcare, legal aid, and 
educational programming for youth; 
and My Place Germantown, which is a 
supportive housing facility for disabled 
men. In addition, the parish partners 
with mission-aligned groups, including 
POWER, New Sanctuary Movement of 
Philadelphia, Inn-Dwelling, 
PAR-Recycle Works, and a sister parish 
in Venezuela.

When St. Vincent de Paul came to 
the Fund, the parish was contending 
with a badly deteriorating sanctuary. 
Decorative paint and plaster throughout 
were crumbling, necessitating the 
installation of protective netting. 
Although such netting is becoming not 

ABOVE:
A 1951 photograph of St. Vincent de Paul 
Roman Catholic Church in Philadelphia.
Courtesy of St. Vincent de Paul Church

LEFT:
Damaged arches being repaired and restored. 
Courtesy of St. Vincent de Paul Church
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• Amana Church Society – Middle Amana, Iowa 
• Arch Street United Methodist Church – Philadelphia, Pa.
• Calvary United Methodist Church – Philadelphia, Pa.
• First Christian Church (Nondenominational) – Columbus, 

Ind.
• First Indian Presbyterian Church – Kamiah, Idaho 
• First Presbyterian Church – Pittsburgh, Pa. 
• Grace Episcopal Church – Newton Corner, Mass. 
• Let Freedom Ring Foundation/First Baptist Church – 

Williamsburg, Va. 

• Mount Zion United Methodist Church – Washington, 
D.C.

• Sacred Heart Parish (Catholic) – El Paso, Tex.
• St. Stephen United Methodist Church – Mesquite, Tex.
• St. Ann and the Holy Trinity (Episcopal) – Brooklyn, N.Y.
• St. John's Lafayette Square (Episcopal) – Washington, 

D.C.
• Tabernacle Baptist Church – Beaufort, S.C.
• Washington National Cathedral (Episcopal) – 

Washington, D.C.

The 2021 COHORT of the 
National Fund for Sacred Places

In October, Partners and the National Trust for Historic Preservation welcomed fifteen new 
congregations into the 2021 cohort of the National Fund for Historic Places. Collectively, these 
congregations are slated to receive over $2.3 million in grant funding. The congregations are:

Demand for National Fund support was greater than ever before. Over three hundred 
congregations submitted applications this year. The high number may reflect the fact that many 
congregations are taking on capital projects as the pandemic eases; many congregations had 
pressed “pause” on their preservation projects last year and have resumed their planning efforts 
in 2021.

New, more inclusive, artwork was recently unveiled at St. Vincent 
de Paul. Rachel Hildebrandt

uncommon in big, old houses of worship contending with 
deferred maintenance (at least, we see a lot of it at Partners), 
it can have an effect on church morale over time.

St. Vincent de Paul was a good fit for the Fund given 
the significance of its congregation and building; the impact 
of its programming; its readiness to take on a major capital 
project, and its history of successful fundraising. The 
church’s proposed project, with a total cost of $1.2 million, 
included the repair and restoration of decorative plaster, the 
stabilization and conservation of deteriorated murals, the 
creation of new murals that include images of people of 
color, and wall painting. The Fund’s $250,000 grant helped 
to pay for scaffolding, plasterwork, and painting.

The work began in September of 2020 and concluded 
in April of this year, just in time for Holy Week. EverGreene 
Architectural Arts did the majority of the work and 
VITETTA Architects & Engineers oversaw the project, 
serving as a liaison between the parish and the conservators.

Although there is always more work to do, 
Germantown’s only Catholic parish shines once again — 
inside and out. Of the role of the National Fund, Fr. Peterka 
commented: “We could not and would not have done it 
without your help.”  
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BRICKS AND MORTALS

Gianfranco Grande: What is Bricks 
and Mortals? How did it start? 

Donna Schaper: Bricks and Mortals (B+M) 
started in 2018 as a question: Why is a 
church as vital as Judson Memorial always 
being held back by delayed maintenance 
rather than pushing forward into artistic, 
social, and spiritual activity? We wanted to 
get to the bottom of the matter rather than 
just react, and we realized that we were 
focused on the immediate rather than on 
necessarily rebuilding our infrastructure. We 
had to fix the roof. We did. We more than 
fixed it. We put on a new roof that would last 
100 years rather than the last three roofs 
which each lasted thirty years. 

That longer term perspective opened our 
eyes to other potentials, not all of which are 
realized at this moment. The real shift 
happened in our brains. Our building WAS 
our mission. It wasn’t sinful, as we had 
previously thought, to spend money on what 
we called ourselves or our building. It was 
fundamental because the building and its 
roof and bathrooms and elevators were the 
body of God into which many spirits flowed.

Bricks and Mortals started as a shift in 
thinking from short term to longer term and 
in a reimagining of the holiness of a building. 
Then, because we were in New York City, we 
found others who were looking at the same 
conundrum in both faith-based places and in 

Spending time with the Rev. Dr. Donna Schaper, one 
of the founders of Bricks and Mortals in New York City, 
is always time well spent. She’s a remarkable woman 
who is always full of ideas, initiatives, and opinions. She 
has been described as a career vagabond, an 
ideological contortionist, a political pontificator, a chic 
peasant, and many other things. Among the many 
congregations she has served is Judson Memorial 
Church, where she was Senior Pastor for over 15 years. 
She also teaches Leadership at Hartford International 
University for Religion and Peace and has published 39 
books.

Yet, with all her accomplishments, I remember a 
morning of a few years ago, sitting in a frigid New York 
cafe, talking with Donna. I recall that during our 

conversation, I 
was touched by 
her warmth and 
love for people. In 
this volcano of a 
woman, her dark 
eyes burned with 
passion. There 
was a fire. Some 
might call it spirit.

An Interview with 
The Rev. 
Dr. Donna Schaper

by Gianfranco Grande
Executive Vice President, Partners for Sacred Places
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Judson Memorial 
Church, New York City.
Courtesy of Judson 
Memorial Church
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the world of air rights, politics, development, architecture, 
urban planning and more. The excitement of the Bricks and 
Mortals model, very much dictated by our own peculiar site 
in a great neighborhood in a great city, was this blend of 
sacred and secular partnership and thinking.

G.G.: Why do we need an organization like B+M in 
our world?

D.S.: If I say because God delights in bricks and mortals, 
would that be considered too quip an answer? I’ll start there 
and become less theological. If the purpose of life is to praise 
God and to love God forever, as my old friend Calvin thinks, 
then the way we build and live in buildings is a pleasure to 
God. Our skins and shells do delight God. We need delight 
and beauty in our world. That’s the first reason.

We also need to organize our delight into systems that 
self-care, self-govern, and increase what Thich Nhat Hahn 
calls SOVEREIGNTY. We need to manage ourselves much 
better than we do. Delaying maintenance is a kind of sin in 
that it offends the divine. Getting confused about what to do 
with our skins and shells has a long human history. We are 
the species that does defile its own nest. So, the organization 
is crucial. The intention is crucial. The planning and 
minutes of the board meetings are crucial. 

“Self-care” has become a kind of clichè. So has “My 
house is a mess.” These are not funny matters — that we 
don’t care for ourselves or don’t care for our houses. They 
are very serious consequences of a kind of time famine 

which becomes a spiritual famine. We need time feasts, 
spiritual feasts, and beautiful buildings because these praise 
God.

G.G.: What can you tell us about the decline of 
congregational capacities to preserve their 
buildings?

D.S.: I personally think the decline is directly related to a 
lost path in theology. We began to think that taking care of 
the building was antithetical to taking care of the poor or 
the homeless. When I went to seminary, my mentors all 
fought their boards to spend money on the mission budget 
not the building budget. Likely, there was a previous lost 
path when congregations overdid their buildings and under 
did their care of their communities. In fact, I also see that 
path as diversionary. But whatever happened, there was a 
kind of neglect of sustainable thought and action. I guess we 
thought a boiler was going to last forever. It never was going 
to do that, especially if you neglected annual maintenance. 
The binary, the split between the building types of trustees 
and the missional kinds of deacons, didn’t help things 
either. Why didn’t we develop a both/and rather than an 
either/or focus? How did care of our spiritual homes become 
politicized?

G.G.: You often speak of an "Easter Approach" 
what do you mean by this definition?
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D.S.: We are pretty dead right now. A lot of life has gone 
out of our buildings. Weeds peek through our sidewalks. 
Letters on the front sign fall down. Junk pills up. Most 
congregations need a complete “de-dowdyization. They 
smell like Grandma’s house. (Yes, I am a grandma so no 
offense intended.) We wonder why young people don’t come 
and the answer is right there. We don’t look like the places 
where they live and work. We look like we tethered 
ourselves to the 1950s and have no intention of coming out 
or breaking free.

G.G.: Another concept you have expressed often is 
"removing the pews" both physically and  as a 
metaphor for something more significant. Please, 
tell us more, and why it would be helpful for a 
congregation in 2021.

D.S.: By removing the pews (the title of my forthcoming 
book) I mean removing them from our minds and spirits 
the way we think, our epistemological, our narratives about 
ourselves — and emptying those spaces spiritually and then 
physically. When you open your mind and heart, God 
rushes in with new ideas. Pews imply rigidity. They imply 
discomfort. They imply preachers who are wagging their 
fingers at you. They are NOT all those things, necessarily, 
but they need a rebranding. People are trying to get away 
from shame and blame theology, rigid constructs. They 
want more fluidity, more acceptance, more grace.

When you remove the pews, you can still set up chairs 
and sit down. You can even buy more comfortable chairs. 
When you empty the space, you also refill the space. It is a 
cycle of emptying and filling. Plus, there is a very practical 
advantage. When a congregation doesn’t fill its pews, when 
the pews look EMPTY, the message is very difficult. People 
feel like they showed up in the wrong place at the wrong 
time. And they kind of did. Removing the pews makes a 
gospel kind of statement. We’re interested in the stranger. 
We’re interested in their experience of us. We want to set a 
number of chairs that is the right number in a circle so 
there is a place for you, but not one where everybody stares 
at you.

G.G.: B+M is an organization based in NYC, but 
could this model be translated into other cities?

D.S.: Absolutely. Getting organized is always the best 
approach to any problem. Our model is majority faith 
leaders, minority people with the expertise we need. It is a 
blend. It is fundamentally ecumenical, even interfaith. It 
teaches cultural competency by bringing people together 
who normally don’t even know they are all plowing the 
same fields in real estate, cultural density, 
anti-gentrification, open space, and place. Of course, not 
everybody is worried about air rights the way we are. But 

working contextually in any kind of city or town or rural 
crossroads is more than adaptive; it is the right way to go. 
By the way, we have a Lilly grant that will allow us to 
experiment with our model in five cities. Thank you, Lilly 
Endowment. We’ll know more in a couple of years.

G.G.: Can you tell us more about the partnership 
between B+M and Partners for Sacred Places to 
create a national model to teach congregations 
about sustainability, adaptive reuse, and 
space-sharing?

D.S.: The partnership is like a big brother to a baby sister, 
sibling-esque. The older brother is much older, wiser, 
experienced and has preservation at his heart. The sister is 
just moving out of being a baby sister but finding it a grace 
and gift to be able to stay close to the elder. Also, the 
younger sibling grew up in a very New York City-centric 
environment and is wondering about what form the next 
chapter should take. Cooperating with Partners (and also 
Hartford International University for Religion and Peace) 
on the Lilly grant, which goes national in an experimental 
form, to see if what New York has learned can benefit others 
or not, is not a small matter. Preservation? The need to 
challenge landmark status in order to protect 
congregations? There are multiple issues that are very New 
York but also extend elsewhere. The siblings get along very 
well, and that is a blessing. And Partners is a wise elder: 
encouraging the young as it goes on.

G.G.: You never stop! What will be your next 
challenge?

D.S.: I have stopped a bit. I have re-wired and am working 
in a part-time, lovely setting on the East End of Long Island, 
where the people are the type you would imagine live on the 
edge of the country. Interesting, stumped, looking for inner 
peace from their regular bustle. Artists, farmers, lesbians. I 
like the mix a lot. Judson was magnificent for 15 years, but 
it took all I had and then more. I suppose I am one of those 
COVID people who just realized during the pandemic she 
wanted a change of pace and way. Anyway, I will be teaching 
with Gianfranco in these five cities and playing tennis and 
doing my part time job. I should also give a shout out to 
Hartford Seminary where I have taught Leadership for eight 
years. They are also a part of our Lilly Grant, along with 
Partners, in an interesting collaboration. The seminary, by 
the way, is no longer the seminary. It is now the Hartford 
International Seminary for Peace and Religion. I love it 
there. The majority of our students are international or new 
immigrants. Hartford has changed itself often during its 
long and illustrious history. I like being a part of change — 
because I’m pretty sure lovely change is the most 
sustainable thing you can do. Of course, you can also resist 
change, but why bother?  



22 SACRED PLACES • FALL/WINTER 2021/22

 

here is a core belief in a 
“manda,” or pledge, to 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

within the Latin American 
Catholic community. It involves 
asking Our Lady to intercede on 
behalf of the faithful. Should a 
request be granted, the devotee 
must complete a spiritual 
pilgrimage to the Basilica of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City 
to honor their “manda.” This 
journey serves as a humble way 
of giving thanks, resulting in 
millions of people visiting the 
Basilica every year. 
Unfortunately, not all faithful 
followers can complete their 
pilgrimage to the Basilica due to 
myriad reasons. As a result, 

these followers struggle with an 
unfulfilled spiritual obligation.

After being officially declared 
a sister site to the Basilica in 
Mexico City in the late 1990s, the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in Des Plaines, Illinois offered 
Latinos in the United States an 
alternative destination to fulfill 
their obligation. Consequently, 

CREATING A PLACE 
OF PILGRIMAGE

By Emmanuel Garcia
Photos by Tom Harris

The reborn interior of the Chapel of St. Joseph.

T
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the Shrine has experienced a 
continual rise in weekly 
worshippers and pilgrims visiting 
from the Latino community, 
including recent immigrants. In 
the late 1980s, locals established 
the Shrine with a grassroots 
effort on a 122-acre campus 
shared with Maryville Academy, 
a residential institution that has 
served children for over a 
century. However, after years of 
temporarily decorating a 1937 
school gymnasium as a weekend 
worship space, Maryville 
Academy permanently ceded the 
gym to the Shrine. The result is a 
dedicated space for the Shrine 
reborn from the old gym—an 
important example of adaptive 
re-use/repurposing.

The Latino community 
celebrates the Feast Day of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe each 
December 12th. In Mexico City, 
millions of worshippers fill the 
plaza and surrounding 
neighborhoods for several days. 
In contrast, pilgrims traveling to 
Des Plaines typically endure less 
temperate conditions, which has 
not deterred thousands of 
devotees who walk, bike, drive, 

or even ride on horseback from 
across the nation.

The year-round 
congregation at the Shrine 
recognized the extreme sacrifice 
that so many were offering to 
Our Lady. While holy images and 
a humble “Cerrito” (a hillside 
meant to resemble the holy site 
in Mexico City) provided some 
sense of spiritual fulfillment, they 
recognized the need to have a 
permanent space of worship 

worthy of that sacrifice. The 
congregation formed a building 
committee to repurpose the 
gymnasium as a dedicated 
Shrine chapel. The Committee 
held several meetings to 
interview key constituencies to 
determine the structure’s 
program, including the 
congregation, neighbors, and 
pilgrims from across the nation.

During the pilgrimage in 
2018, the Archdiocese of Chicago 
inaugurated the Chapel of St. 
Joseph as the Shrine’s first 
year-round worship space. The 
design team, led by our firm 
(Wheeler Kearns Architects, 
Chicago), helped transform the 
old gym into the Shrine’s first 
climate-controlled, sacred, 
sheltered space for more than 
6,000 weekly worshippers and 
over 300,000 pilgrims during 
December’s annual Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe celebration.

More than 75 percent of the 
former gymnasium structure 
was reused: The original timber 

The dark interior of the 1937 gym used as a shrine before the renovation. 

Exterior of the renovated chapel.
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Side chapels to various saints are created with lighting, wood paneling, and wire mesh curtains.
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roof deck was exposed and the 
original riveted steel trusses 
were painted. A new glass and 
steel addition to the north, which 
inflects toward the Shrine, 
provides a fully accessible entry 
for visitors.

Upon entering, visitors 
encounter familiar materials and 
forms recalling traditional 
basilicas. Like early churches in 
the New World, the sacred space 
is constructed with humble 
materials: wood, metal, and clay, 
elevated by prismatic forms 
bathed in natural light. Side 
chapels—newly highlighted with 
gossamer canopies of wire 
mesh, warm wood paneling, and 
LED lighting—provide places of 
devotion for visitors of multiple 
cultures. While dedicated to St. 
Joseph as a protector of the 
Virgin Mary, the chapel features 
saints from various cultures at 
each side chapel, reflecting an 

open invitation to pilgrims from 
all backgrounds. The design 
offsets the seating along the 
outside aisles at each side chapel 
to allow worshippers space to 
pray at the side chapels without 
interrupting ongoing services.

As is typical in traditional 
pilgrimage churches, the main 
altar is raised above the main 
floor for visibility. 
Unconventionally, the new rear 
wall behind the altar conceals 
two ramps that make both 
surrounding platforms 
accessible to aging priests and 
parishioners alike. A new 
skylight, positioned above the 
altar, casts natural light on the 
altar—a universally understood 
design feature highlighting the 
most sacred place in the nave.

The new chapel resulted 
from the efforts of a caring 
community determined to make 
the best use of its available 

resources to elevate the spiritual 
experience of visiting pilgrims. 
Before the renovation, the 
parishioners casually referred to 
the space as “El Gym.” However, 
after the Inaugural Mass that 
honored this “new” Shrine, they 
now refer to the space as the “La 
Capilla de San Jose.” In several 
ways, the Chapel of St Joseph is a 
pledge of its own, the fulfillment 
of a promise, not only to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe but to its 
community, proving that a small 
group of people can make a 
global impact.  

AUTHOR NOTE
The author is an architect who 
practices with Wheeler Kearns 
Architects in Chicago and was 
Project Architect for the Chapel of 
St. Joseph at the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe.

Newly exposed ceiling is illuminated with up-lights.
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MAKING A PLACE 
AT GRACE

By Michael J. Crosbie, FAIA
 Photos by Jeff Goldberg/Esto

The new Pavilion shares neo-Gothic architecture of the 1846 Richard Upjohn Church. 
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race Episcopal Church has 
occupied a prominent spot on 

Westminster Street in Providence, 
Rhode Island, since the early 1830s, 
when a congregation was founded 
in the city’s developing west end, 
across the Providence River from 
the city’s oldest precincts. 

The congregation bought an old theater on the 
site and occupied it until 1846, when a new 
sanctuary by the celebrated church architect 
Richard Upjohn was completed. As beautiful as 
Upjohn’s building is, it has the drawbacks of many 
old churches: thick walls, heavy doors, windows you 
can’t see through—architecture that frustrates the 
creation of community with the surrounding 
neighborhood. A few years ago a parking lot just 
west of the church became available, and the 
congregation decided to create a new landmark on 

Westminster Street as a way to reach out to 
Providence: the “Pavilion at Grace,” as it’s known, 
designed by Centerbrook Architects. 

“We view the new building as an extension of 
our ministry,” explains Rev. Jonathan Huyck, Rector 
of Grace Episcopal. The narrow but deep site 
offered an opportunity to recess the new 
multipurpose building from the edge of 
Westminster Street (which the church fronts), 
creating a welcoming courtyard next to the Upjohn 
church and in front of the Pavilion. “It is one of the 
few new public spaces in downtown Providence,” 
notes Huyck, adding that the Pavilion itself is one of 
the first new buildings on the street in decades. 

The intent was to create welcoming interior and 
exterior spaces not only to serve the church, but 
the community as well. “It’s use by the community 
has been robust,” says Christopher Barker, Director 
of Administration at Grace. As expected, the 
soaring, vaulted interior of the Pavilion—beautifully 
illuminated with soft light and wonderful views out 
to Westminster Street—has become a popular spot 
for wedding receptions. But it’s not just for parties. 
Barker ticks off a list of national and local non-profit 

Grace Pavilion’s crowded courtyard provides a lively hub along the street.

G
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organizations, community 
groups, and civic organizations 
that have gathered at the 
Pavilion to further their own 
“missions, many of which align 
with our own.” He adds that the 
Pavilion and its gracious 
courtyard have become a way to 
“allow us to help organizations 
and events we want to help—
charter schools, fund raisers, 
concerts for seniors.” 

Part of the attraction to the 
Pavilion’s indoor and outdoor 
spaces is its architecture. 
Designing a new building next to 
a noted work such as Upjohn’s 
might intimidate any architect. 
James Childress, a Principal at 
Centerbrook, notes that the 
congregation wanted something 
inviting and transparent that 
echoed its neo-Gothic 
“grandparent” next door. The 

Interior of the Pavilion can accommodate approximately 175 seated and 250 standing guests.
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Neo-Gothic details distinguish 
the transparent glassy 

enclosure.

solution is what might be described as a 
re-invention of Gothic architecture, fashioned from 
copper instead of stone. The material’s color 
resonates with the older building’s brownstone, and 
its lacy details permit a glassy envelope, revealing 
the warm interior to the courtyard and Westminster 
Street beyond. It’s a glass box that belongs to its 
time and place. Inside, the vaulted ceiling of 
perforated metal panels recalls the vaults of 
Upjohn’s church, but with a twist: the “ribs” 
between the vaults are missing to reveal downlights 
that wash the interior space. The small round 
perforations in the sheet metal dampen sound 
reverberation in the space, making it ideal for 
musical performances. 

The Pavilion opens out onto the courtyard that 
is raised above the street by about four or five feet, 
giving it a prospect on the thoroughfare and subtly 
insulating it from the bustle of cars and 
pedestrians. Light and dark granite paving in the 
courtyard is laid out in a labyrinth pattern—a 
popular feature that many have walked. The 
courtyard is open to anyone during the day (just as 
the church is) and Huyck and Barker report that it is 

a popular spot for people to sit and read or relax 
with a cup of coffee. A kids’ reading group from a 
local library are regular visitors.

A metal fence and gate with Gothic details 
extends across the courtyard as it faces the street. 
It was added after the Pavilion was completed as a 
deterrent to unwelcome visitors after hours, and its 
presence is an unfortunate necessity in this urban 
context. Congregations everywhere struggle with 
the balance between welcoming, openness and 
vigilance. 

The American theologian Harvey Cox has 
observed that in a religiously diverse world, where 
fear of “the other” is common, it’s essential for 
houses of worship—especially in cities—to create 
space for those both “inside” and “outside” the faith 
community as a setting to get to know the other. As 
Cox told me in an interview, reflecting on this 
contemporary need, “we can share spaces without 
losing much, in fact we might even gain something 
from it.” 

The Pavilion and its courtyard are proven assets 
for this neighborhood and the city of Providence, as 
well as for Grace Church.  
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ACCESSIBILITY

Kluger Architects Inc.
Mr. Charles Edward Kluger, AIA
560 N. Western Ave., 2nd Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90004
(562) 498-2400
www.klugerarchitects.com
ckluger@klugerarchitects.com

Professional Alliance Directory
Membership in the Professional Alliance is an easy way for firms that serve historic sacred places to increase their 

visibility among a national audience of clergy, congregational leaders, and preservationists. For information on 
membership, please contact Simon Kaufman at skaufman@sacredplaces.org.

Membership does not constitute an endorsement.

ACOUSTICS CONSULTING

Clayton Acoustics Group
2 Wykagyl Road
Carmel, NY 10512
(845) 225-7515
www.claytonacoustics.com
mail@claytonacoustics.com

PASCOM Inc.
Peter A. Scandone Jr.
824 East Main Street, Suite A
Branford, CT 06405
(203) 248-6813
www.pascomav.com
peter@pascomav.com

ARCHITECTURE

Altusworks, Inc.
4224 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL  60641
(773) 545-1870
www.altusworks.com
altus-bd@altusworks.com

Archer & Buchanan 
Architecture 
Daniel Russoniello
125 West Miner Street
West Chester, PA 19382
(610) 692-9112
www.archerbuchanan.com
druss@archerbuchanan.com

Atkin Olshin Schade Architects
125 South 9th Street, Suite 900
Philadelphia, PA 19107
(215) 925-7812
1807 Second Street, Suite 34
Santa Fe, NM 87505
(505) 982-2133
www.aosarchitects.com
mschade@aosarchitects.com

Frank Shirley Architects
40 Pearl Street
Cambridge, MA 02139
(617) 547-3355
www.frankshirleyarchitects.com
info@frankshirleyarchitects.com

GFF Architects
Stephen Pickard, AIA, NCARB
2808 Fairmount Street, Suite 300
Dallas, TX 75201
(214) 303-1500
www.gff.com
stephen.pickard@gff.com

Jorge L. Hernandez Architect
337 Palermo Avenue
Coral Gables, FL 33134
(305) 774-0022
www.jlharchitect.com
jorge@jlharchitect.com

Joseph K. Oppermann—Architect, 
P.A.
539 North Trade Street
Winston-Salem, NC 27101
(336) 721-1711
www.jkoa.net
office@jkoa.net

Kate Cowing Architect, LLC (WBE)
Kate Cowing 
Philadelphia, PA 19130 
(215) 876-0808 
www.cowingarchitect.com
kcowing@cowingarchitect.com

Klein & Hoffman, Inc.
Carl Dress
1818 Market Street
Suite 1810
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(267) 386-3091
www.kleinandhoffman.com
cdress@kleinandhoffman.com

Kluger Architects Inc.
Mr. Charles Edward Kluger, AIA
560 N. Western Ave., 2nd Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90004
(562) 498-2400
www.klugerarchitects.com
ckluger@klugerarchitects.com



 SACRED PLACES • FALL/WINTER 2021/22 31

Komatsu Architecture
Stephanie Culver
3880 Hulen Street, Suite 300
Fort Worth, TX 76107
(817) 332-1914
www.komatsu-inc.com
kmarketing@komatsu-inc.com

Martin A. De Sapio, AIA
270 South Main Street
Suite 300
Flemington, NJ 08822
(908) 788-5222
www.desapio.com
mdesapio@desapio.com

McGuire Igleski & Associates, Inc.
Erica Ruggiero
1330 Sherman Avenue
Evanston, IL 60201
(847) 328-5679
erica@miarchitects.com

Rogers Krajnak Architects, Inc. 
Peter Krajnak
264 South Third Street
Columbus, OH 43215
(614) 461-0243 ext. 201
www.rogerskrajnak.com/worship
pkrajnak@rogerskrajnak.com

ART FOR SACRED SPACE

Karen Schmidt Sculpture
Tigard, OR
(714) 746-2107
www.karenschmidtsculpture.com
karen@karenschmidtsculpture.com

Margaret Adams Parker
827 Fontaine Street
Alexandria, VA 22302
(703) 549-5792
www.margaretadamsparker.com
pparker@vts.edu

Sacred Arts Contemporary
Michele vandenHeuvel
(505) 681-9611
www.sacredartscontemporary.com
info@sacredartscontemporary.com

AUDIO VIDEO SYSTEMS

Clayton Acoustics Group
2 Wykagyl Road
Carmel, NY 10512
(845) 225-7515
www.claytonacoustics.com
mail@claytonacoustics.com

PASCOM Inc.
Peter A. Scandone Jr.
824 East Main Street, Suite A
Branford, CT 06405
(203) 248-6813
www.pascomav.com
peter@pascomav.com

BROADBAND / INTERNET 
FUNDING

E-Rate Advantage
Ben Sniecinski
106 Lilac Drive
Annandale, NJ 08801
(908) 892-0705
www.erateadvantage.com
ben@erateadvantage.com

BUILDING CONSERVATION & 
PRESERVATION CONSULTING

Altusworks, Inc.
4224 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL  60641
(773) 545-1870
www.altusworks.com
altus-bd@altusworks.com

Frank Shirley Architects
40 Pearl Street
Cambridge, MA 02139
(617) 547-3355
www.frankshirleyarchitects.com
info@frankshirleyarchitects.com

Fulmer Associates, LLC
184 Vista View Drive
P.O. Box 434
North Conway, NH 03860
(603) 828-2458
www.fulmerconsultants.com
rfulmer@fulmerconsultants.com

Joseph K. Oppermann—
Architect, P.A. 
539 North Trade Street
Winston-Salem, NC 27101
(336) 721-1711
www.jkoa.net
office@jkoa.net

Abstract spiritual original painting by Linda McCray. 

Luminescent hand-painted silk paraments  

with pieced overlays, by Pamela T. Hardiman.  

Santa Maria de la Vid Abbey, Albuquerque, NM

“The Little Flower—St. Therese of Lisieux,” bronze 

sculpture and bench by Michele vandenHeuvel.

SacredArtsContemporary.com
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McGuire Igleski & Associates, Inc.
Erica Ruggiero
1330 Sherman Ave.
Evanston, IL 60201
(847) 328-5679
erica@miarchitects.com

Nzilani Glass Conservation, Inc.
Ariana Makau
3246 Ettie Street, Studio #4
Oakland, CA 94608
(510) 995-0477
www.nzilani.com
hello@nzilani.com

Rogers Krajnak Architects, Inc.
Peter Krajnak
264 South Third Street
Columbus, OH 43215
(614) 461-0243 ext. 201
www.rogerskrajnak.com/worship
pkrajnak@rogerskrajnak.com

RLA Conservation
Rosa Lowinger
5418 Packard Street
Los Angeles, CA 90019
(323) 377-8425
852 NW 71st Street
Miami, FL 33150
(305) 573-7011
www.rlaconservation.com
rlowinger@rosalowinger.com

Kate Cowing Architect, LLC 
(WBE)
Kate Cowing 
Philadelphia, PA 19130 
(215) 876-0808 
www.cowingarchitect.com  
kcowing@cowingarchitect.com

Komatsu Architecture
Stephanie Culver
3880 Hulen Street, Suite 300
Fort Worth, TX 76107
(817) 332-1914
www.komatsu-inc.com
kmarketing@komatsu-inc.com

Limeworks.us
3145 State Road
Telford, PA 18969
(215) 536-6706
www.limeworks.us
gogreen@limeworks.us

Materials Conservation Co., LLC
John Carr
Marco Federico
1625 N. Howard Street
Philadelphia, PA 19122
(215) 763-8090
www.mccollab.com
info@mccollab.com

• Full range of lime mortars, renders, plasters, binders, 
and mineral paints.

• Historic mortar analysis offered along with repro-
duction samples and technical support.

• Lithomex brick and stone surface loss repair material.
3145 State Rd., Telford, PA 18969 • 215-536-6706

An architectural legacy 
in lime.
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Premier Building Restoration, Inc.
Domenic Quinn, Project Manager
5 Montgomery Ave.
Erdenheim, PA 19038
(215) 233-4444 
www.premierbuildingrestoration.com
domenic@premierbuildingrestoration.
com

Raynal Studios, Inc
88 Natural Bridge School Rd.
P.O. Box 405
Natural Bridge Station, VA 24579
(800) 305-0959
www.raynalstudios.com
rs@rockbridge.net

RLA Conservation
Rosa Lowinger
5418 Packard Street
Los Angeles, CA 90019
(323) 377-8425
852 NW 71st Street
Miami, FL 33150
(305) 573-7011
www.rlaconservation.com
rlowinger@rosalowinger.com

CONGREGATIONAL / 
COMMUNITY RENEWAL

MacIntyre Associates LLC
Ms. Bonny Anderson
1880 Superfine Ln, Ste 9
Wilmington, DE 19802
(302) 530-6806
www.macintyreassociates.com
banderso1066@earthlink.net

CONTRACTORS

The Gil Studio, Inc.
Zachary Green
600 Palisade Avenue, Suite 404b
Union City, NJ 07087
(718) 254-9703
www.thegilstudio.com
contact@thegilstudio.com

Materials Conservation Co., LLC
John Carr
Marco Federico
1625 N. Howard Street
Philadelphia, PA 19122
(215) 763-8090
www.mccollab.com
info@mccollab.com

Serpentino Stained Glass, Inc.
Mr. Roberto Rosa
21 Highland Circle
Needham, MA 02494
(781) 760-7602
www.serpentinostainedglass.com
roberto@serpentinostainedglass.com

DECORATIVE FINISHES 
& FURNISHINGS

Canning Liturgical Arts
150 Commerce Court
Cheshire, CT 06410
(203) 272-9868
www.canningliturgicalarts.com
info@canningliturgicalarts.com

Conrad Schmitt Studios, Inc.
2405 South 162nd Street
New Berlin, WI 53151
(800) 969-3033
www.conradschmitt.com
studio@conradschmitt.com

Sumberac Plastering and 
Painting 
130 Hazelton Street
Ridgefield Park, NJ 07660
(201) 883-0899
www.sumberacplastering.com
g.a.sumberazzi@gmail.com

ENGINEERING

Klein & Hoffman, Inc.
Carl Dress
1818 Market Street
Suite 1810
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(267) 386-3091
www.kleinandhoffman.com
cdress@kleinandhoffman.com

FUNDRAISING CONSULTATION

MacIntyre Associates LLC
Ms. Bonny Anderson
1880 Superfine Ln, Ste 9
Wilmington, DE 19802
(302) 530-6806
www.macintyreassociates.com
banderso1066@earthlink.net

GREEN BUILDING/DESIGN

Atkin Olshin Schade Architects
125 South 9th Street, Suite 900
Philadelphia, PA 19107
(215) 925-7812
1807 Second Street, Suite 34
Santa Fe, NM 87505
(505) 982-2133
www.aosarchitects.com
mschade@aosarchitects.com
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INTERIOR RESTORATION

GFF Architects
Stephen Pickard, AIA, NCARB
2808 Fairmount Street, Suite 300
Dallas, TX 75201
(214) 303-1500
www.gff.com
stephen.pickard@gff.com

Inspired Heights
Tony Stratton
(815) 227-9281
www.inspiredheights.com
inspiredheights@gmail.com

LIGHTING DESIGN

The Lighting Practice, Inc.
Thomas C. Bergeron
115 Broadway, 5th Floor
New York, NY 10006
(646) 838-4977
www.thelightingpractice.com
tbergeron@thelightingpractice.com

LITURGICAL ARTS

Canning Liturgical Arts
150 Commerce Court
Cheshire, CT 06410
(203) 272-9868
www.canningliturgicalarts.com
info@canningliturgicalarts.com

Karen Schmidt Sculpture
Tigard, OR
(714) 746-2107
www.karenschmidtsculpture.com
karen@karenschmidtsculpture.com

Margaret Adams Parker
827 Fontaine Street
Alexandria, VA 22302
(703) 549-5792
www.margaretadamsparker.com
pparker@vts.edu

Sacred Arts Contemporary
Michele vandenHeuvel
(505) 681-9611
www.sacredartscontemporary.com
info@sacredartscontemporary.com

MASONRY RESTORATION

Fulmer Associates, LLC
184 Vista View Drive
P.O. Box 434
North Conway, NH 03860
(603) 828-2458
www.fulmerconsultants.com
rfulmer@fulmerconsultants.com

Knapp Masonry
121 Charles Road
Magnolia, NJ 08049
(856) 783-5374
www.knappmasonry.com
vern@knappmasonry.com

deGruchy Masonry Restoration
266 Rock Hill Road
Quakertown, PA 18951
(215) 536-4482
www.repointing.com
help@repointing.com

Premier Building Restoration, Inc.
Domenic Quinn, Project Manager
5 Montgomery Ave.
Erdenheim, PA 19038
(215) 233-4444 
www.premierbuildingrestoration.com
domenic@premierbuildingrestoration.com

MASTER PLANNING

Archer & Buchanan Architecture
Daniel Russoniello
125 West Miner Street
West Chester, PA 19382
(610) 692-9112
www.archerbuchanan.com
druss@archerbuchanan.com

Jorge L. Hernandez Architect
337 Palermo Avenue
Coral Gables, FL 33134
(305) 774-0022
www.jlharchitect.com
jorge@jlharchitect.com

Martin A. De Sapio, AIA
270 South Main Street
Suite 300
Flemington, NJ 08822
(908) 788-5222
www.desapio.com
mdesapio@desapio.com
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Fulmer Associates LLC is a building enclosure firm dedicated to the inspection, design and repair 
of exterior building systems for new and existing religious and institutional structures..  

Robert Fulmer, Principal         Tel. (603)828-2458      rfulmer@fulmerconsultants.com 
www.fulmerconsultants.com 

Building Enclosure Services: 
•  Steeple and tower 

structural condition 
assessments  

•  Masonry systems analysis 
•  Slate and copper roof 

inspections 
•  Stained glass window 

condition surveys 
•  Full project design, 

construction documents 
and project management 
services 

Providing solutions to building enclosure problems based on technical expertise and over 35 years of experience.  

A

 

 

Margaret Adams Parker 

Karen Schmidt 

 

  creating  
beauty & meaning  

   for  
    sacred spaces 

Sculpture, etched glass, paintings, prints 
 

Faith&Form Honor Award recipient 
 

www.margaretadamsparker.com  
 

Sculpture 
 

Commissions across the country 
 

www.karenschmidtsculpture.com 
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Chapel of Our Lady of Belen 
by Jorge L. Hernandez Architect, AIA
Carlos Domenech Photography

 (305) 774-0022 | www.jlharchitect.com
337 Palermo Avenue | Coral Gables, Florida 33134

PLASTERING & PLASTER 
RESTORATION

Sumberac Plastering & Painting 
130 Hazelton Street
Ridgefield Park, NJ 07660
(201) 883-0899
www.sumberacplastering.com
g.a.sumberazzi@gmail.com

ORGAN RESTORATION

A.E. Schlueter Pipe Organ Co.
Mr. Arthur E. Schlueter III
2843 Stone Mountain Lithonia Rd.
Lithonia, GA 30058-5237
(770) 482-4845
www.pipe-organ.com
art3@pipe-organ.com

Patrick J. Murphy & Associates, 
Inc. Organ Builders
Patrick J. Murphy
300 Old Reading Pike, Suite 1D
Stowe, PA 19464
(610) 970-9817
www.pjmorgans.com
pjm@pjmorgans.com

ROOFING CONTRACTORS / 
CONSULTING

Cornett Roofing Systems
1442 Amy Lane
Franklin, IN 46131
(317) 738-0005
www.cornettroofing.com
marketing@cornettroofing.com

Fulmer Associates, LLC
184 Vista View Drive
P.O. Box 434
North Conway, NH 03860
(603) 828-2458
www.fulmerconsultants.com
rfulmer@fulmerconsultants.com

Patrick j. Murphy
& ASSOCIATES, INC.
O R G A N B U I L D E R S

• Quality New Pipe Organs

•  All Forms of Pipe Organ 
Rebuilding and 
Conscientious Restoration

• Consultations

• Prompt, Personal Service

300 Old Reading Pike, 
Suite 1D, Stowe, PA 19464 

P: 610.970.9817 • pjmorgans.com

pjm@pjmorgans.com

http://www.sumberacplastering.com
http://www.sumberacplastering.com
http://www.fulmerconsultants.com
http://www.fulmerconsultants.com
mailto:rfulmer@fulmerconsultants.com
mailto:rfulmer@fulmerconsultants.com
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Nzilani Glass Conservation, Inc.
Ariana Makau
3246 Ettie Street, Studio #4
Oakland, CA 94608
(510) 995-0477
www.nzilani.com
hello@nzilani.com 

Raynal Studios, Inc
88 Natural Bridge School Rd
P.O. Box 405
Natural Bridge Station, VA 24579
(800) 305-0959
www.raynalstudios.com
rs@rockbridge.net 

Rohlf’s Stained & Leaded Glass 
Studio, Inc.
783 South Third Avenue
Mount Vernon, NY 10550
(914) 699-4848
www.rohlfstudio.com
rsg@rohlfstudio.com

Serpentino Stained Glass, Inc.
Mr. Roberto Rosa
21 Highland Circle
Needham, MA 02494
(781) 760-7602
www.serpentinostainedglass.com
roberto@serpentinostainedglass.com

STAINED GLASS RESTORATION / 
CONSULTATION

Conrad Schmitt Studios, Inc.
2405 South 162nd Street
New Berlin, WI 53151
(800) 969-3033
www.conradschmitt.com
studio@conradschmitt.com

The Gil Studio, Inc.
Zachary Green
600 Palisade Avenue, Suite 404b
Union City, NJ 07087
(718) 254-9703
www.thegilstudio.com
contact@thegilstudio.com

Julie L. Sloan, LLC
54 Cherry Street
North Adams, MA 01247
(413) 663-5512
www.jlsloan.com
jlsloan@jlsloan.com

Liberty Stained Glass 
Conservation
Brianne Van Vorst
52 Broadway
Freehold, NJ 07728
(732) 766-1035
www.libertysgc.com
brianne@libertysgc.com

Top: A before and after of St. Anthony’s Church in Schenectady, NY.  After a severe 
fire, Lacey Thaler Reilly Wilson Architecture & Preservation designed the restoration 
of the church and designed liturgical and accessibility upgrades. Left: LTRW recently 
completed the restoration of the tower and spire at the Tabernacle Baptist Church in 
Utica, NY and is currently overseeing the second phase of a multi-phased restoration of 
the historic church.

Assisting Houses of Worship 
throughout the Northeastern 
United States with services 
including:

• Existing Condition and 
Planning Studies

• Accessibility Studies

• Independent Cost 
Estimation

• Grant Assistance

• Full Architectural and 
Engineering Services

• Bidding Assistance

• Construction Administration 
Services To find out more about St. Anthony’s Church and our full 

list of services, please call Mark Thaler at (518) 375-1485 
or visit us at ltrw-arch.com

 
V   J  K  ● 121 C  R  M , NJ  

08049 ● P : 856-783-5374 ● F : 856-783-7881  
 

   .             .    

“Brick by Brick” 

x�HISTORIC RESTORATION         

x�BRICK AND STONE POINTING 

xx ��GENERAL  CONTRACTING  

x�STUCCO REPAIR AND          
APPLICATION 

x�CONCRETE REPAIR 

x�CAULKING AND               
CLEANING 

x� STRUCTURAL                  S      
STABILIZATION 

http://www.limeworks.us
http://www.limeworks.us
mailto:gogreen@limeworks.us
mailto:gogreen@limeworks.us
http://www.rohlfstudio.com
http://www.rohlfstudio.com
mailto:rsg@rohlfstudio.com
mailto:rsg@rohlfstudio.com
http://www.serpentinostainedglass.com
http://www.serpentinostainedglass.com
mailto:roberto@serpentinostainedglass.com
mailto:roberto@serpentinostainedglass.com
http://www.jlsloan.com
http://www.jlsloan.com
mailto:jlsloan@jlsloan.com
mailto:jlsloan@jlsloan.com
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STEEPLE REPAIR

Cornett Roofing Systems
1442 Amy Lane
Franklin, IN 46131
(317) 738-0005
www.cornettroofing.com
marketing@cornettroofing.com

Fulmer Associates, LLC
184 Vista View Drive
P.O. Box 434
North Conway, NH 03860
(603) 828-2458
www.fulmerconsultants.com
rfulmer@fulmerconsultants.com

Inspired Heights
Tony Stratton
(815) 227-9281
www.inspiredheights.com
inspiredheights@gmail.com

www.fundforsacredplaces.org

Letters of Intent for the 
2022 Cohort of the National Fund 
will be accepted through 
March 7, 2022.

Please reach out to Allison King 
(aking@sacredplaces.org) or Rachel Hildebrandt 
(rhildebrandt@sacredplaces.org) 
with any questions.

A program of 
Partners for Sacred 

Places
 

in collaboration with the 

National Trust for 
Historic Preservation

http://www.fulmerconsultants.com
http://www.fulmerconsultants.com
mailto:rfulmer@fulmerconsultants.com
mailto:rfulmer@fulmerconsultants.com
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