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PRESS RELEASE 

 
 

FLORIDA THEATRE HONORED AT LEAGUE OF HISTORIC 

AMERICAN THEATRES' LARGEST EVER NATIONAL 

CONFERENCE 

 

Longtime Member and Architect, Paul Siemborski, AIA, also 

honored for extraordinary contributions to the field. 
      

Pittsburgh, PA (July 28, 2025) – The League of Historic American Theatres (LHAT), 

the nation’s leading historic theatre advocate, concluded its 49th National Conference, 

during which it recognized outstanding achievement within the industry. The annual 

event, dedicated to showcasing America’s historic venues, celebrated The Florida Theatre 

of Jacksonville, Florida (c.1927) as the 2025 Outstanding Historic Theatre in the nation. 

Additionally, longtime member, Paul Siemborski, AIA, an architect with the DLR 

Group, received the 2025 Joseph Rosenberg Award for Outstanding Individual 

Contribution for his lifetime achievements in historic theatre preservation. 

 

The LHAT National Conference, presented in different cities each year, is the largest 

gathering of historic theatre professionals in the nation. The 2025 conference - the largest 

in LHAT history with over 420 attendees - took place in Pittsburgh, PA, at the historic 

Omni William Penn Hotel. This year’s conference focused not only on the preservation, 

restoration and operation of historic theatres, but also the role arts organizations play as 

economic generators for their communities. The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust and the 

Pittsburgh Cultural District were heavily featured through the week, including tours of 

Heinz Hall, the Benedum Center and Byham Theater. Nine theatres in and around 

Pittsburgh hosted historic theatre professionals from around the nation. 

LHAT OUTSTANDING HISTORIC THEATRE AWARD 

The 2025 Outstanding Historic Theatre Award went to the historic Florida Theatre in 

downtown Jacksonville, Florida, which is one of the most attended theatres in America, 

consistently ranked in the Top 5 for theatres up to 2,000 seats by the concert industry 

magazine Pollstar and the venue management magazine VenuesNow. It is famous as the 

place where a municipal judge admonished a young Elvis Presley not to 
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swivel his hips in 1956, and where an 11-year-old Derek Trucks first played with the 

Allman Brothers Band in 1991.  The selection committee recognized the Florida for its 

commitment to historic preservation as well as its dedication to serving the full 

community of Jacksonville. 

Now listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the 1,865-seat theatre first opened 

in 1927 and was privately owned until 1980, when the Arts Assembly of Greater 

Jacksonville purchased and renovated the building. The Arts Assembly sold the building 

to the City of Jacksonville in 1985, and in 1987, a new nonprofit corporation, The Florida 

Theatre Performing Arts Center, Inc. was founded to manage, program and preserve the 

theatre. Almost 40 years later, that public/private partnership continues to thrive, 

resulting in a yearly economic impact of over $15 million for the city, over $17 million of 

renovations and restorations since 2020, $3 million more fully funded and scheduled for 

2025-2026, and $12 million more planned in the next five years. 

Florida Theatre President, Numa Saisselin, was present to receive the Award, along with 

the theatre’s Board Chair, Don Cameron.  

“Considering the League represents hundreds of historic theatres, including all of the 

major Broadway houses, the community of Jacksonville should feel very proud of this 

recognition,” said Ken Stein, President and CEO of LHAT. “We had a record number of 

nominations this year,” Stein added. 

 

The Outstanding Historic Theatre Award is given each year by LHAT to a historic theatre 

that has demonstrated excellence in community impact, quality of programs and services, 

and quality of physical restoration. “It was apparent to the League that the Florida has 

remained true to its architectural history while remaining relevant to its changing 

audiences,” concluded Stein. 

The nominating committee consisted of former LHAT Board Presidents and leaders in 

the industry. Nominations were accepted from across the nation, representing some of 

America’s finest performing arts venues and film houses. Past winners include New 

York’s City Center, The Fox Theatre in Atlanta, The Michigan Theater in Ann Arbor, 

and Cleveland’s Playhouse Square. The award has been given annually since 2003. 

LHAT OUTSTANDING INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTION AWARD 

The Joseph Rosenberg Award for Outstanding Individual Contribution was awarded to 

Paul Siemborski, AIA. As an architect, Paul has worked on over 60 historic theaters, in 

over 25 states, over 30 years at DLR Group and its predecessor firm, Westlake Reed 

Leskosky. Those theatres have included everything from grande dames such as the 

Tennessee Theatre in Knoxville, the Paramount Theatre in Austin, the Tampa Theatre, 

the Los Angeles Theater, and the theaters of Playhouse Square in Cleveland, to the 

beloved historic movie houses on main streets of small communities across the country 

like Paducah, Kentucky, Conway, Arkansas, and Levelland, Texas. 

“I know Paul well as a longtime member and former LHAT board member,” said Stein. 

“His passion for historic theatres reaches far beyond his client list.  Almost every 
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member of the League has benefitted from his almost limitless knowledge about and 

tireless passion for historic spaces.” 

 

This award is given annually to an individual who demonstrates vision, dedication, 

selflessness and excellence through his/her/their contribution to historic theatres and their 

communities. The recipient of this award will have demonstrated excellence through their 

significant contributions, the impact of their services and breadth of populations served, 

and the length of time and/or intensity of contributions that benefit the field of historic 

theatres. 

When asked about the nomination Stein said, “We were delighted to be able to finally 

celebrate Paul. He has been a major force within the historic theatre community for 

years.” Mr. Siemborski was not eligible to be nominated while serving as a member of 

the LHAT board which he did for 6 years. 

 

ABOUT THE LEAGUE OF HISTORIC AMERICAN THEATRES 

The League's annual conference is the largest annual gathering of historic theatre 

professionals, community leaders, and service providers and suppliers, attracting 

participants from across the U.S., as well as Canada and the United Kingdom, for idea 

sharing and network building. Professionals, volunteers, and community leaders join 

together for four days of networking and peer information exchange, tools & techniques 

sessions, and tours of local historic theatres, plus events, banquets and receptions. 

By defining the field, creating a shared vocabulary, and identifying best practices, the 

educational components of the League's annual conference strengthen efforts to sustain 

historic theatres of various sizes, operating structures, and programming philosophies. 

During theatre tours, docents emphasize how each venue has dealt with the specific 

challenges of sustaining their operations to serve their communities, now and in the 

future. The conference takes place in different locations across North America each year. 

For additional information, contact Ken Stein, LHAT President and CEO, at 

kstein@lhat.org 

  

You can find more information online on the award and LHAT at www.lhat.org.  

 

Supportive, higher-resolution photography available upon request. 
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(L-R) Don Cameron, Numa Saisselin, Ken Stein - Photo credit: Don Telford. 
 

 
 
Outstanding Individual Contribution Award Winner, Paul Siemborski, AIA 
 

 
 
LHAT Awards Ceremony at the Omni William Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh. 


